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Cadet Grad Financial Assistance Program
The Foundation provides WYA graduates with financial
assistance for job training, job equipment and tools,
vocational school, trade school, college and other
assistance. We have awarded over $100,000 in
assistance. If you dream it, we can help you achieve it.
Get the forms at our website www.wyafoundation.org/
wya-graduate-financial-support or [Click Here]

Record Support Provided in 2016
The WYA Foundation provided $25,000 in support to the
Academy programs and graduates

$14,000 for additional high school credit retrieval,
continuing education and Washington Business Week
$11,000 for program support, Community Emergency
Response Team kits, cadet “call home” cell phone
support and direct emergency support

“I would like to express my

sincere gratitude for the
generous scholarship you have
awarded me. This scholarship
allows me to continue my
education pursuing my goal of
a career in medicine. Having
the Washington Youth
Academy Foundation support
makes it easier for students like
me. Thank you again." Y.A.
Academy Graduate

Former High School drop-outs learn how to succeed at the
Washington Youth Academy. Dream, Believe, Achieve

Foundation Supports Service to Community
The Foundation supports the Service to Community (S2C) program by providing support for tools and equipment. The Academy cadets provided over 15,000 hours of community service,
an average of 54.5 hours per cadet. The value for these volunteer hours exceeds $458,000.

E-mail: chair@wyafoundation.org ● http://www.WYAFoundation.org
Supporting the Cadets of the Washington Youth Academy
A 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation chartered in the State of Washington – EIN 26-2771686

Be Sure to Follow Us
Follow the WYA Foundation on Facebook [Click Here] (facebook.com/wyafoundation)
Follow the WYA Foundation on Twitter [Click Here] (twitter.com/wyafoundation1
Sign up for our e-mail list [Click Here] (www.wyafoundation.org/contact)

WYA Cadre Spotlight
Michelle Rauback is a Cadre Team Leader at the
Washington Youth Academy working with 2nd Platoon
Spartans. She has worked in all three platoons and wouldn’t
trade her job for anything. Michelle says when she was a
teenager, she struggled with some of her high school
classes, but she just dealt with it and got her diploma. She
had friends who dropped out. Today, she says her
Master Sgt Rauback, right, listens as 2012-2 cadet graduexperience helps her connect to the cadets at the
ate Jamie Curtis talk to cadets of 2017-1
Washington Youth Academy. Rauback is one of the longest
serving cadre staff members at the Academy, acting as a
master sergeant with the Spartans, the platoon made up of
17- and 18-year-old boys. She still remembers wearing a hard hat when the facility was being constructed in
2008. She’s a drill sergeant at first, but ultimately becomes a parent-type figure to many of the teens, helping
them figure out why they’re really at the Academy, what poor steps or decisions led them on the path to needing
to get back the high school credits they’re missing. “You have to work with what is in your control so when you
have them, what can you do to help them help themselves to make their situations better for them?” Rauback
says. “When you get them out of a toxic environment, you can see
improvement right away.” Rauback said she’s encountered too many
teens that have yet to figure out why they’re really at the Academy.
“Many times they don’t even know what they want,” Rauback said. “They
think they do. But they don’t really know yet the potential of what they
could become. Each cadet has different ways to get them to ‘click.’ It’s all
unique styles and you just have to keep working with them to figure it out
while maintaining one standard – which is what’s challenging.” It’s the
cadet graduates that keep her coming back. “What ends up happening is
a magical thing. I get an email from a past cadet out of nowhere and they
don’t realize how much it really helps and sometimes it feels like they’ve helped me more than I’ve helped them. I
try to teach them that it’s about giving.”

WYA Staff Spotlight

Spenser Parsley stands in the bay of
the Eagles

Do you shop on-line?
You can help support the WYA
Foundation by using iGive to
make your purchases. iGive
has over 1,700 stores who
donate to the Foundation every
time you shop. It’s easy, just
sign up at:
https://www.iGive.com/wyafoundation

Spenser Parsley, a case manager at the Washington Youth Academy,
says that he got a call a few weeks back from one of the young
women he helps oversee. She was suddenly homeless. And she was
reaching out for help. “A fellow colleague and I went and met her in
Pierce County,” Parsley says. “She was struggling. She was
homeless. When she was here, I was her cadre and she wasn’t the
biggest fan of me because I was always pushing her. But I connected
with her. And she reached out to me that she was in trouble.” Parsley
says he was able to connect the cadet graduate with her mentor, who
decided to let her move in. Together, they crafted a plan. “The mentor
already had a plan and told the teen that they’d be moving in and it
was going to be exactly like at the Academy – up at 5 in the morning,
school all day, and then coming home with her,” Parsley said. Parsley
says a case manager’s role is to ensure that teens get the support
they need not only while at the Academy but especially when they
leave. “We want our cadets to be able to trust us,” Parsley said. “We
are invested in their future still even after they leave and we truly care
about them because some of these kids feel that nobody cares about
them.”

Volunteer Spotlight
“Julie embodies all that is
Julie Chissus is a Registered nurse in Oncology and lives in
wonderful in a volunteer.
Covington, WA growing up in Vancouver WA. She loves to cook
Her concern for each
and bake, read, travel, and spend time with my friends and
Cadet, their families,
family. Julie is a Booster with the WYA. “We are here to help
Cadre and Staff is an
support both the parents and cadets, answer questions, assist
inspiration to all of
us.
She works countless
with transition both to the Academy and back home.” She is frequently on campus
hours
to encourage
taking pictures to post on the WYA friends and family site. She enjoys making cards
cadets to succeed and
and baking treats for the cadets and staff. Julie also helps with fundraising for the
adds a mother's tough
Foundation with basket raffles and logo sales. The proceeds from the raffles helps
love when needed. We
are blessed to have such
pay for the phones used for cadets to make their weekly calls home. “The reasons I
a dedicated volunteer, a
volunteer are being raised to give back, and I want to teach my kids to do the same.
dear friend and a true
As a nurse, I've always loved working with people and it is the
believer in the ultimate
same at the WYA. They are so grateful for the support, the hugs,
potential each cadet can
the mail. The WYA is an amazing program, and it's made even
reach. “ Tammy Neese,
better by the incredible WYA staff.” Julie’s son attended the
Academy giving him the skills to reach his dream of joining the
military. He graduated high school early, and is currently serving in the Army stationed in
Germany. “I honestly believe my son would not be where he is today without the Academy.
Regardless of how many hours I volunteer, how many treats I bake, I will never be able to repay what they've
given my son and our family.” Her favorite quote: "I've learned that people will forget what you said, people will
forget what you did, but people will never forget how you made them feel." Maya Angelou

How do I become a Booster? Go to this Facebook Group link and click Join

New Scholarship Opportunities
The Foundation is proud to announce two new two new scholarship opportunities. A
mother of a former cadet from Class 2013-2 has created a scholarship in honor of her
son Cadet Parker Lang. In addition, Maj Gen Tim and Mary Lowenberg have established
the Scholarship Award for Excellence to be provided to the Outstanding Cadet of the Cycle. We want to thank these generous donors for their commitment to furthering the education of our Cadet graduates.

Foundation Spotlight
Mr. Jim Peterson received his Bachelor and Master’s Degrees from the University of
Washington. He is a combat Army Vietnam veteran, husband, father and grandfather. He was a
CEO in the private sector and held many important positions with the State of Washington. As
the Finance Director in the Washington State Military Department, he was responsible for
obtaining the state and federal funding create the Washington Youth Academy. After retiring he
wanted to continue to support the start-up of the WYA. He helped establish the Washington
Youth Academy Foundation, a new non-profit charity to provide non-government support to the
Academy and the cadets of the WYA. In May of 2008, he signed the Articles of Incorporation
and the By-Laws to create the Foundation and served as the first Chair of the Foundation from 2008 to 2013. He
continues on the Board of Directors as the Chair Emeritus and has attended 15 of the 16 graduations at the
Academy. “I have witnessed first-hand how much this program has changed the lives of at-risk youth and their
families through providing quality education, positive values and instilling confidence in the cadets. I am proud to
be a member of the growing family of graduates, family and friends of the Academy.”

How You Can Help
The Washington Youth Academy Foundation provides support to academy programs and cadet graduate financial assistance. We can only do
this by generous donations from individuals and great supportive companies and organizations. To donate, please go to our website at
www.wyafoundarion.org/donate or if reading the digital copy click the
box below. Federal employees can donate through the CFC using
#97172. State employees can donate through the CFD #1479426.

Did you know for every $50 donation you are contributing to:
•

One summer school credit to
help someone graduate on time

•

Buys a book for someone attending community college

•

Buys tools for service to community projects

•

Offers an internship for a day

•

Buys clothing for someone to
get or keep a job

•

Helps fund science programs

